








new model of sedimentary cycles 
and depositional environments. 
Results are being assembled in 
conjunction with detailed drone 
photos of inaccessible but extensive 
well-exposed seacliff sections of the 
Coaledo Formation. Collections of 
fossil molluscs from important new 
localities now have UCMP locality 
numbers and descriptions. They will 
be integrated with the historic UCMP 
collections and type specimens of 
species described by F. E. Turner. 
Turner’s field work (1929–1935) was 
funded by UCMP benefactor Annie 
Alexander and published in 1938 by 
the Geological Society of America as 
a UCMP contribution. 

Another UCMP connection to the 
project also includes the participation 
of Bruce Welton (PhD, UCMP 1979, 
Cretaeous and Cenozoic sharks of 
the NE Pacific). Collections from two 
new mollusc localities are significant 
to paleobathymetric interpretation, 
indicating deeper biofacies than 
previously reported.

Cindy Looy was also appointed to a 
2-month visiting chair position at the 
department of Physical Geography 
at the Faculty of Geosciences, 
Utrecht University, the Netherlands, 
where she joined the palaeoecology 
research group of Professor Rike 
Wagner. L Glen McIntosh of Industrial Light & Magic explains the making of Indominus rex to Josh Zimmt 

and Helina Chin. Photo by Sara ElShaife. 

�%�C�T�Q�N�G���*�K�E�M�O�C�P���R�Q�K�P�V�U���V�Q���‚�P�G���U�E�C�N�G��
deformation structures in the Coaledo 
Formation where dense muddy sediment 
was squeezed under pressure into overlying 
coarser sediment. Photo by Dave Blackwell. 

Newly-minted PhD Dori Contreras 
started a postdoctoral position in the 
Looy Lab on a multidimensional NSF 
sponsored project Inferring a total-
�H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���W�L�P�H�O�L�Q�H���R�I���Y�D�V�F�X�O�D�U���S�O�D�Q�W��
evolution awarded to UC Herbarium 
curator Carl Rothfels and UCMP 
curator Cindy Looy. 

Recent graduate Jeff Benca 
accepted a horticulturist position 
for the Amazon Spheres in Seattle, 
Washington. His work focuses on 
helping cultivate and maintain 
a diverse collection of tropical 
plants for Amazon’s headquarters 
conservatory. He is continuing 
research in paleobotany and 
developing cultivation techniques 
for early-diverging seed-free plant 
lineages to aid in their �H�[���V�L�W�X��
conservation.

Postdoctoral scholar Adiël 
Klompmaker traveled to the 
Netherlands for a keynote talk 
at the international symposium 
�&�U�X�V�W�D�F�H�D���7�K�U�R�X�J�K���7�L�P�H. After 
receiving a Lerner-Gray grant, he 
examined evidence of crustaceans 
in Cretaceous cold seeps from 
South Dakota using collections in 
the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York City. He also 
presented research in collaboration 

with undergraduate students on 
remarkable trends in crab size and 
shape through time at the GSA 
meeting in Indianapolis. See https://
ucmp.berkeley.edu/2018/12/extreme-
�V�œ�“�«�i�Ì�ˆ�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�‡�Ã�«�i�V�ˆ�i�Ã�‡�œ�V�i�>�˜�‡�y�œ�œ�À�É for a 
popular article on Adiël’s research.

�6�D�U�D���(�O�V�K�D�“�H continues to be 
recognized nationally for her 
science communication work, and 
she was awarded the Mary Dawson 
Predoctoral Fellowship Award 
from the Society of Vertebrate 
Paleontology. Sara organized a 

...continued on Students page 7
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symposium at the 2018 Society for 
Integrative & Comparative Biology 
called "Science Through Narrative: 
Engaging Broad Audiences" that  
produced a volume of manuscripts 
for the peer-reviewed journal 
Integrative and Comparative Biology. 
The volume includes papers written 
by both scientists and artists from 
multiple disciplines. Sara organized 
two talks with Glen McIntosh, Director of 
Animation for Industrial Light & Magic, 
who spoke about creating the dinosaurs 
for the Jurassic World films. X

...continued from Students page 5

T. rex on Cal Day with volunteer Danny 
Anduza. Photo by Pat Holroyd

Friends of UCMP  
We would like to welcome the following new or 
renewing members to our Friends of the UCMP!

Benefactor
Suzanne F.S. Berry
Marc Carrasco *
William A.Clemens*
Maria Cranor *
Ellen Essigman
Zhe-Xi Luo* & Sharon Feng
Stephen & Barbara Morris

Sponsor
Peter & Amanda Docter
Sterling Nesbitt
Donald J. Pecko
Barry Roth*
Dr. Thomas J. White*

Patron
Douglas Clarke
Ladd Coates*
Robert Glass
Marian Gonzalez
Mark Goodwin*
Stephen Hoffman
Rebecca Jabbour*
Jere Lipps
Jenny McGuire*
Mehdi Mohtashemi*
Carol J. Munson*
Joan H. Pennell
Suzanne Rudnicki
Lisa D. White

Sustaining
Monica Albe
Pam & Ted Davalos
John & June Hopkirk
David K. Johnson
Cecile T. Weaver*

Donor
Dede Dewey
Jack*& Mary Stirton
Susumu Tomiya*

*alumni/alumnae
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 Benefactor $1000
 Sponsor $500
 Patron (annual) $100
 Sustaining (annual) $50
 Donor (annual) $25
 New      Renewal

All membership fees and donations 
are tax-deductible to the limit 
allowed by law.

Please make checks payable to:
UC Berkeley Foundation. 

Mail your check and form to:
University of California Berkeley, 
Museum of Paleontology, 
1101 VLSB #4780, 
Berkeley CA 94720-4780

Become a Friend of UCMP!
Your gift to the University of California Museum of Paleontology will help support 
research, education, and public outreach at the largest, most interactive university 
paleontology program in the United States. To become a Friend of UCMP, please 
return the form below or go to https://give.berkeley.edu/browse/?u=273. 

If you would like your gift to help build our programs, please choose from the 
options below:

Name 

Address 

City     State   Zip

Phone     E-mail

✄

UCMP Friends Fund (FU0961000) 
UCMP Education and Outreach Fund (FW4101000)
Anthony Barnosky Graduate Student Support Endowment 
(FW8044000)



Calendar of Events
July 8-10, 2019 
NCSE Teacher Ambassador 
Summit at UCMP 
A workshop for professional 
development leaders hosted by 
the National Center for Science 
Education
https://ncse.com

July 22-24, 2019 
From Earth’s History to Biodiversity: 
Tools for teaching with open 
science workshop at UCMP 
A 3-day workshop for educators 
on evolution, fossil distribution, 
and ecosystems
https://www.esciencetools.org

The Newsletter Team at UCMP provides 
the news in a variety of formats.
If you are interested in receiving printed 
newsletters or email only, let us know!
Please provide your email address to  
Chris Mejia at cmejia@berkeley.edu 
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As spring is a time of change and 
renewal, the UCMP sends off Mark 
Goodwin and Erica Clites, while 
welcoming Ashley Dineen and the 
relaunch of our homepage.
We redesigned the UCMP website 
in honor of the 25th anniversary of 
UCMP's online presence! When the 
UCMP entered the World Wide Web 
in 1993, only 100 websites existed 
and UCMP was one of only 2 museum 
websites. We thank Trish Roque, the 
UCMP web manager, for her time 
and effort spending more than a year 
planning and redesigning the website.

Keep up with us on our website, 
Facebook, Instagram & Twitter!

@ucmpberkeley
 ucmp.berkeley.edu

Spring Edition

University of California, Berkeley
Museum of Paleontology
1101 Valley Life Sciences Building # 4780
Berkeley, CA 94720-4780

U n i ve r s i t y o f  C a l i fo r n i a
Museum of Paleontology
www.ucmp.berkeley.edu


